The Superpowers and the Middle East
Whea the Anglo-French forces launched their attack, they probab-
ly expected quick military success, whereby they would be able
to seize the Suez Canal without much opposition. But in doing
so, they underestimated the reaction of the Soviet Union to take
action in favour of Nasser, and overestimated the unwillingness
of the United States—on the eve of the 1956 Presidential election
—to take any strong action at all.
The United States, in fact, was "greatly irritated" by the Anglo-
French-Israeli action which did not fit in with her "long term ob-
jectives" in the Middle East region, especially in relation to the
intentions of the Soviet Union. The United States felt that her
association with Britain, France and Israel at that juncture would
discredit her in the eyes of the Arabs and might force them to
draw closer to the Soviet Union. On the other hand, vigorous
American disavowal of the Anglo-French-Israeli action, coupled
with measures that would have the appearance of "penalizing the
disturbers of peace" would serve at least to stem the steady de-
cline in her popularity in Arab countries and, at the same time,
prevent any Soviet attempt to "fish in troubled waters".
The Soviet Union, however, did not remain quiet even though a
rebellion had erupted in Hungary71 simultaneously with the de-
71 It was argued in Moscow that the West had "staged" the Hungarian
revolution in order to cause difficulties for the Russians, and to be tree
to act against Egypt. But this point of view hardly appears to be plausi-
ble since nobody could possibly have known about the dramatic events
that were to occur in Hungary soon when Britain, Prance and Israel were
preparing for action against Egypt On the other hand, it has been con-
tended by Western observers that Soviet intervention in Hungary only
became possible because Moscow could use the "Western aggression" in
Egypt as a pretext. Subsequent developments have, however, made this
argument appear unconvincing, since all the available evidence indicates
that Soviet forces would have invaded Hungary in any case, once power
in Budapest had passed into "enemy** hands. Laqueur, USSR and Middle
East, lln., p. 239.

